
2008 Annual Meeting  
March 29, 2008  

UCONN Extension Service 
Center 

 
6:30 PM  Annual Business Meeting 
7:00-9:00 PM      Food and the  
Program…. 

Haddam Part ll, 
“After the Revolution”   

How water power, stone quarries, war 
and the industrial age forever changed 
the face of Haddam after the Ameri-
can Revolution.  This program is 
about Haddam’s growth from an 
agrarian, river settlement to an indus-
trial powerhouse, exporter and how 
this growth has effected the natural 
environment in Haddam. 
 

No Plant Sale This Year 
 

  A big thanks from the Plant Sale 
Committee to everyone who volun-
teered in various capacities to help 
make another successful Native Plant 
Sale.  Many thanks as well to every-
one who came out to purchase 
plants.  We hope the plants thrived last 
summer and will bring pleasure to you 
again this year.    
There won’t be a sale in 2008, but 
look for it in 2009.  Thanks to those 
who volunteered to help on this year’s 
membership renewals.  We will be in 
touch with you next year.  
 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
  
  Over the past six years as president of 
the Haddam Land Trust, my annual  

messages have always focused on our 
tremendous growth both in membership 
and in open space donations.  This year, 
we have been fortunate to add an eighty 
acre easement on Jerry Wensinger's prop-
erty known as Candlewood Farm and a 
forty acre parcel in the Corsini Autumn 
Brook subdivision, both located in Hig-
ganum.  That adds up to close to eight 
hundred acres under our protection.  Our 
membership has swelled to almost 450 
conservation minded individuals who 
support our efforts in helping to keep 
Haddam a rural community, protecting its 
natural resources.  We greatly appreciate 
everyone's generosity and support. 
Continued on the next page……… 
 
Land Trust Sweatshirts, Tee-shirts and 
Ball Caps will be on sale at the Annual 

Meeting and at other Land Trust 
Programs 

What’s happening in the Land Trust? 
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 continued from front page  
   
This year I am proud to add grants, causes 
and awards to our accomplishments.  In the 
Fall we were a recipient of a Rockfall Foun-
dation Award for our grassland bird project at 
the Bamforth Preserve.  Tom Worthley, 
Damon Hearne, Howie Field, and Pam 
Quayle had a large part working on this en-
deavor.  When an improved tax abatement 
bill came before the State Legislature, I sub-
mitted testimony along with The Nature Con-
servancy and the Darien Land Trust.  The bill 
passed, and I was invited to attend the bill 
signing at Governor Rell's office at the State 
Capital.  DEP Commissioner Gina McCarthy 
and members of the Darien Land Trust were 
also present.  What a wonderful experience. 
  The Haddam Land Trust sponsored member 
Scott Tucker for a Rockfall Foundation grant 
in 2007 for his work producing and distribut-
ing his documentary cable access television 
series that encourages elementary school chil-
dren to explore the natural resources in their 
own back yards.  What an important message 
that is!  Scott is a role model for curiosity and 
exuberance in exploring our environment, and 
was awarded the grant for $1250.  Well done, 
Scott. 
  Thanks are in order for our talented and 
dedicated Board of Directors, Bill Cowan, 
Damon Hearne, Pam Quayle, Gail Reynolds, 
Tony Salafia, Peter Smith, Cindy Sullivan, 
Catherine and Tom Worthley, with Howie 
Field acting as Stewardship Committee Chair-
man.  Our Board meets once a month to at-
tend to acquisitions, land management, pro-
grams, fund-raising, stewardship, member-
ship, and current issues, problems, and educa-
tion in the field of conservation. Thanks also 
to David Platt for his continued and highly 
valued legal service and support.  To all who 
have volunteered their time, energy and ex-
pertise, a huge thank you for your help this 
past year. 
  We invite you to join us at our Annual Meet-
ing and Program on Saturday, March 29th.  It 
is a nice way to meet your fellow members 
and enjoy a fun evening.  New members are 
always welcome. 
 

The Burning Issue: Site  
Preparation for Grassland Habitat 

Establishment 
 
Most Land Trust members are aware that 
shortly following the acquisition of the prop-
erty that has become the Bamforth Preserve, 
the Land Trust obtained a grant from the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) to help pay for controlling inva-
sive exotic species growth and to convert the 
old hay field to a mix of tall warm season 
grasses that grow in a series of clumps, rather 
that in a spreading manner. Warm season 

grasses include such species as Indian grass, 
big bluestem, little bluestem, orchard grass 
and switch grass. Prior to planting grass seed 
we were advised to conduct some site prepa-
ration that would give the new grass seed a 
competitive chance.  
  Among the suggestions we received for ac-
complishing site prep were such things as, 
“…herbicide the whole field and kill every-
thing there, wait a few months and then 
plant.” Or, “… plow up the entire field, pick 
out the rocks and then turn it over again and 
then plant.” Because we are not keen on the 
idea of spreading large quantities of herbi-
cide, nor could we conceive of plowing a 
field that had not been plowed for many 
years, we sought for a different, less labor 
intensive, but organic means of preparing the 
site. When reading about native warm season 
grasses, we learned that they are well adapted 
to fire. Ground fires were a common occur-
rence as a component of the ecosystem for 
thousands of years prior to European settle-
ment of our area, and many of our native spe-
cies evolved with adaptations to respond by 
sprouting vigorously following a fire. Con-
trolled burning has been shown to enhance 
the development of grassland habitats on 
other sites, so some consideration was given 
to the idea of using a controlled burn for site 
preparation prior to planting. 
   It turns out that conducting a controlled 
burn using the residual grass on the field as a 
fuel source is an undertaking fraught with 
logistical difficulties including the require-
ment of ideal weather conditions, an army of 
volunteers and paid professionals to assist 
with the control of the fire, the release of 
large quantities of smoke, etc., etc. It seemed 
like it might be an impossible task. During 
some research on the topic, however, we 
stumbled across an idea, and a piece of equip-
ment that might solve the problem. A com-
pany in the mid-west manufactures a field 
flaming device, designed for organic weed 
control in alfalfa fields. It can be towed be-
hind a tractor and uses a propane flame to 
create the effects of a controlled burn, without 
actually having a fire. The existing vegetation 
on the field could be burned, or “flamed” 
during a time of low fire danger (low wind, 
high dew point) with a minimum of labor. 
Experimental though the idea may be, we 
made the commitment to invest in a field 
flamer and try it out. The NRCS and other 
wildlife habitat managers have heard about 
our project and are very interested to find out 
how the technique works. 
  During April, Howie Field and Tom Worth-
ley were able to get started on the site prepa-
ration effort, with Howie putting in many, 
many hours of mowing, in advance of flame-
treating. To quote Howie, "You know what? 
This is a BIG field!" He was able to mow a 
large portion of it, but ran out of time to do 
the entire field prior to flame treating and 

planting. 
  Meanwhile Tom worked on getting every-
thing together to do the flame-treating. We 
assembled the equipment and got in touch 
with a local propane gas dealer to obtain a 
tank, mount it on a farm truck, get it filled, 
etc. etc. It was certainly a logistical challenge. 
Board member Damon Hearne stepped in to 
assist at a key moment and throughout the 
treatment period with volunteer labor and 
many helpful suggestions. 
  The flame-treating went much slower than 
anticipated, and met with varying degrees of 
success in killing off (or setting back) the 
cool-season grasses present. There are a num-
ber of reasons for this, but the main one, it 
turns out, is that we did not have exactly the 
right kind of gas tank setup (the directions 
were sketchy on the tank issue). Turns out we 
were burning propane vapor when we were 
supposed to be drawing off propane liquid 
instead. If we had understood this at the be-
ginning we would have completed more acre-
age more completely in less time. As it was 
we did flame-treat a substantial portion of the 
area, including some of the area that was un-
mowed, but the southern end of the field did 
not get pre-treated prior to seeding. 
  The seeding went very smoothly. Shawn 
Healy, a representative from the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, was extremely helpful and 
professional, providing equipment and getting 
the seeding done in May. 
  Curiously the project has come to look quite 
experimental. We have pre-mowed and 
flame-treated areas, pre-mowed in unflamed 
areas, and flamed areas that were not mowed 
and areas that were neither mowed nor 
flamed...it all got seeded and it will be inter-
esting to watch the development of the new 
grasses.  
  Be that as it may, the priority is that we give 
the new grasses the best competitive advan-
tage, so there have been follow-up tasks to 
accomplish. Damon suggested and Shawn 
strongly agreed that we should finish mowing 
what was left to mow during the 2007 grow-
ing season, so the new grasses would get their 
share of the sun, etc. This was accomplished 
in early August.  
  Shawn was also confident that re-flaming in 
the spring of 2008 would be very helpful, if 
not better than pre-seeding, because of the 
way those seeds and grasses are adapted to 
germinate and sprout following a fire. We are 
working with the gas company to re-
configure the gas tank before doing any more 
flame-treating, but are planning to conduct 
that project again this Spring, most likely 
during April. The results we have so far are 
very promising (though we are still learning) 
and we are looking forward to observing the 
results of efforts during this year’s growing 
season. 
 



Life Members 
Elizabeth (Betty) Allen  
Jean  Bamforth   
Donald and Susan Bement     
Anne  Bingham and Ted Esselstyn 
Richard  Boyd and Martha Crenshaw 
Stanford and Wendy Brainerd     
Charles and Amanda Brainerd     
Kenneth and Jean Brooks     
Margaret Clark and Carolyn Granados 
William and Lisa Cowan     
Jean P.  Curtis     
Mark Dubois and Leslie  Starr 
Dr. Richard Ern     
Gerry A. and David R.  Esposito     
Lyn Ferguson     
Carol  Flaim and Andrew Karwowski 
Nancy Brainerd  Foltz     
Robert W. Foltz     
Melanie and Tony Giamei     
John Herbst     
William H. Johnson     
Philip and Pat  Leavenworth     
Jim Lenois     
Donald and Dorothy  Lindsay     
Scott  MacDonald and Kate  Wessling 
Jeff and Adrienne Maker     
Joseph  Mayer     
Tim and Ann  McCann     
George  Mischke     
Emily  Moore  and Jerry Graham 
Joanne  Nesti     
Ron and Helen M.  Perron     
Charles and Tina  Pytlik     
Gail K., Daniel F. and Randall W.  Reynolds     
Meg  Smith Hanna and Jerry  Hanna 
Ed and Doreen  Staskelunas     
Janet  Sweet     
A.S.  Wensinger     
Mrs. James H. (Mary S.)  Wright     
Joseph A.  Zipoli     
 
General Members 
Mary and Peter  Aduskevich     
Mark and Jane  Aldieri     
Chris, Lisa, and Emerson  Alexy     
Thomas R.  Allen     
Elizabeth (Betty)  Allen     
Diane  Andrews     
Joe and Donna  Annino     
Edith T., Linda, and Tom  Armstrong     
Alan and Myra  Aronow     
Mr. and Mrs. Steven  Banaletti     
Barbara  Batt     
Carolyn  Bauer     
Elizabeth  Bazazi     
John M. and Esther  Beierle     
Mark E. & Lynda L.  Birch     
Mary and Ken  Bird     
Suzanne  Blancaflor     
John  Borton     
Robert and Sharon  Botelle     
Wayne and Kimberly  Boyington     
Walter and family  Bragoni     

Charles  Brainerd     
Wendy  Bright     
Donna and Scott  Brinckerhoff     
Stanley and Nancy  Brittingham     
Nancy  Brown Hart     
Mary Ann and Mike  Buckley     
Francis and Carol  Buckley     
Charles and Nancy  Busch     
Roger and Joan  Butler     
Jeanne and Jack  Calhoun     
Connie and Jim  Cansdale     
Kurt and Yvonne  Carlson     
Terry  Carpenter and  Jeffrey  Nelson 
Bill  Carson Jr.     
Gail  Christie  and Mark  Stephens 
Harvey and Joy  Clew     
Betsy and Dan  Clifford     
Stephen and Irene  Cobb     
John and Janet  Coggins     
Philip and Clio  Coles     
Alexander and Jessica  Condil     
David and Susann  Costa     
Jessica  Criscuolo     
Sam and Pam  Crum     
Marjorie M.  Curtis     
Cherry  Czuba     
Ann  Davis     
Jelle and Felicite  Deboer     
Marjorie and Richard  DeBold     
Raul  DeBrigard     
Bob and Susan  Delvecchio     
Henry G. and Barbara  Deubert     
Barbara  Douglas     
John R. and Barbara  Edmondson     
Harry and Deborah  Evert     
Charles and Debby  Farrow     
Deborah P.  Fecteau     
Howard and Marie  Field     
Leigh  Forsyth     
Joseph and Pamela  Forsyth     
Karen and Jake  Fowler     
Robert and Anne  Franklin     
Debby Paul  Fuller     
Bob and Jean  Gagnon     
Jim and Karen  Gannon     
David  Gephard     
Margery  Gephard     
Paul M. and Theresa J.  Geraghty     
Dorothy  Gillespie and  Michael  Jantsch 
Sandy  Gilletti     
Rogene and C. Stewart  Gillmor     
Dr. Barbara A.  Glista     
Juliana  Goff     
Mal and Linda  Gorin     
Margaret (Gretchen)  Gregg     
Bruce  Grotta  and Susan  Shepard 
Matt and Molly  Gyorog     
Dick and Sally  Haase     
Jack  Harris     
Pat  Hartman and  Michele  St. Marie 
Damon and Megan  Hearne     
Chad and Nicole  Heidenis     
Alice vanLeuvan  Hekster  Walter  Hekster 
Sam and Nancy  Hipsher and Family     

Horan-DeCarli Family     
Sabrina and Tim  Houlton     
John and Kate  Hull     
Alan R.  Hurst and Gail  Hamm 
Robert and Carole  Johnson     
Charles W.  Johnson Jr.     
Janet and Gerald  Karp     
Christine and Kirk  Kehrley     
Barbara and Kathleen  Kinney     
Audrey  Klein     
 Knapp Family     
Elizabeth and Edward (New England Publishing)  
Knappman     
Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle  Knowlton     
 Kocsis Family     
Robert and Tillie  Kolwicz     
Jaimee  Kulig     
Doug  Kulmacz     
Hazel  Kurlansky     
Veronica Kuzara and Robert  Baranoff 
Jeffrey and Sherry  LaConte     
David and Jackie  Landsberg     
Al  Lara and Diane  Ifkovic 
Edward and Jen  Lee     
Janet and Lou  Lemond     
John  Lepkowski     
Diana V.  Link     
Bobi  Link     
Steve, Jen, Emily, and Chelsea  Lovelace     
Steve and Ellen  Lowrance     
Leslie and David  Lynch     
Elizabeth and David  Malloy     
Paul and Theresa  Malone     
Velandy and Prema  Mandhar     
Victor and Georgianna  Marek Jr.     
Donald and Sylvia  Marks     
Virginia (Ginny)  Marshall     
John and Sandra Lee  Martindale     
Anna Ruth S.  Masters     
Dick and Carol  Matregrano     
Gerry  Matthews     
Sandy  McCarthy     
Robert and Vivienne  McGarry     
James and Dianne  McHutchison     
Betsy  McManus and Jerry  Ward 
James and Maria  McNally     
Nancy and John  Meyers     
Donald E.  Miller, MD     
John  Minervino     
Tim and Peg  Morrill     
George P.  Morrill     
Henry C. and Terry-Lynn  Muller     
Eric and Robin  Munster     
Edward and Judith  Munster     
Bill  Nagle     
Gerald W.  Nenninger Sr.     
Mr. and Mrs. Harry  Nilsen     
Michael and Mary  O'Brien     
Alice  Olver     
Russell W.  Olver Jr.     
Wayne and Donna  Paradis     
Bonnie  Parkinson     
Wayne and Michelle  Parmelee     
Joseph and Elizabeth  Pascucci     

Bernie and Jean  Pawlicki     
William L.  Pellington     
Ann B.  Penfield     
Patrick  Pinnell   and Kathy  Curran 
David and Dana  Platt     
Allison, Scott, and Fijare  Plous     
Frank  Pokorny     
William  Prentice     
Mr. and Mrs. Richard  Prescott     
Pete and Ellie  Pringle     
Pamela  Quayle  and Gary  Wellin 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey V.  Rabuffo     
Helen  Reeve     
JoAnn and Jeff  Rider     
Linda and Tony  Rigono     
David  Rivard-Lentz     
Ray and Connie  Roberge     
Beth and children  Rocco     
Kimberly  Rogers     
Dave  Roman     
Doug and Amy  Roper     
Deborah Rutter and Bruno  Morasutti 
Anthony and Mildred  Salafia     
Mr. and Mrs. Eric  Sandin     
Mark  Scheinberg     
Ann and Ed  Schwing     
Edward and Hap  Scovel     
Isabelle and Bonsal  Seggerman     
Daniel, Alicia, Briana, Joshua, and Bennett  Sessa     
Mrs. J. Ross  Sibley     
Jane T.  Sibley     
Diane A.  Sikorsky     
Melaine B.  Smigel and family     
Peter and Nancy  Smith     
Corey  Smith  Nadine  Markowski 
William N.  Smith     
Patricia  Smith     
Betsy and Paul  Stehr     
John and Barbara N.  Stellenwerf     
Barry and Barbara  Stephens     
Ron and Pat  Strom     
Dalton, Heather, Autumn, Sadie, and Scarlett  
Strom     
Cynthia and David  Sullivan     
Kathleen  Sullivan     
Robert and Joan  Szewczyk     
Gretchen and Tim  Teran     
Dick and Nancy  Thompson     
Daria G. Thompson and Sharon  Bailey 
Richard and Mary  Todzia     
Chuck and Annie  Tomaszewski     
Scott and Ava  Tucker     
Derek and Michelle  Turner     
Ben  Tyson and Christine  Unson 
William E.  Valerius     
Joan and Gene  Veit     
Bill and Carol  Weeks     
William and Barbara  White     
Andrea  Williams     
Catherine and Thomas  Worthley     
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph  Zaientz     
Walter and Carol  Zanelli     
Heather and Bob  Zavod     
Members as of December 1, 2007 

                       Become  a  Member  of  the  Land  Trust 
         Yes, I would like to support the Land Trust in 2008... 
 
  __ By Joining The Land Trust.                      __ By considering a gift of land                By volunteering a few hours to help: 
  __ $ 500 Life Membership                                     or                                  __  with property and trails 
  __ $ 100 Benefactor Membership   __ By protecting my land through the __  organizing walks and other programs 
  __ $ 50  Supporting Membership         giving of a conservation Easement __  with fundraising 
  __ $ 20  Family Membership            __  with help during working hours:          
__ $ 15  Individual Membership                 __With the donation of a cash gift           (Town Hall, deed and record  research) 

  __ $      Other amount (please specify)            __  With professional services (e.g., legal) 
 

Name_____________________________________________________E-mail______________________Date_________ 
 Address_________________________________________________________________________Phone______________             
   Send To:  Haddam Land Trust, Inc.,. P.O. Box 66, Haddam, Ct., 06438  *  Dues and contributions are tax deductible 
  



Haddam Land Trust 2007 
Board of Directors 

Officers:    
 Melanie Giamei, President 
 Gail Reynolds, Vice President 
            Cynthia Sullivan, Secretary 
            Pamela Quayle, Treasurer 
Directors:  
            Bill Cowan 
 Jerry Graham 
 Damon Hearne 
 Anthony Salafia 
            Peter Smith               
 Catherine Worthley 
            Tom Worthley 
 

What Happened in 2007? 
Annual Meeting and Program 

March 24 
Cooperative Extension Service Center 

Pizza and a Program 
Over 50 people attended the meeting and 
everyone that came seemed to enjoy the 
pizza break and the program about the 
trails in the Cockaponset Forest and on 
several of the Land Trust Preserves.  
Slides of the land trust trails accompanied 
the program. 

An Inconvenient Truth 
March 3,  

UCONN Extension Center 
This showing of the documentary film on 

global warming was well received.  Forty 
plus people attended the program which 
was followed by a period of interesting 
discussion. 

Wildflower Walk 
May 12 

Ponset Ridge Preserve 
Gail Reynolds led this walk, spotting too 
many wildflowers to list here and many 
signs of Pileated woodpeckers in the area. 

“Under the Rocks” 
July 14 

Ponset Ridge Preserve 
Scott Tucker led this nature walk along 
Ponset brook and the surrounding upland 
drainage area.  Although the ground was 
relatively dry, we still uncovered some 
interesting salamanders, toads  and other 
species that normally survive under the 
rocks.  Many thanks to Scott for making 
every outing very interesting and excit-
ing.   

Land Trust Booth 
Labor Day Weekend  

Haddam Neck Fairgrounds 
This is a double weekend for volunteers 
from the Land Trust.  We share the booth 
with the Haddam Conservation Commis-
sion and together set up shop at the     
Haddam Neck fairgrounds and then the 
next weekend Haddam River Days at 
Haddam Meadows where we have infor-
mation and flyers available for those who 

are interested.  These weekends give the 
Land Trust  volunteers a chance to learn 
what people in the community think 
about protecting open space and other  
important land use issues. 

Identifying Invasives 
October 13 

Bamforth Preserve 
Michelle Szczerbicki led this workshop 
on identifying and removing invasive 
plants from the environment.  Michelle is 
a graduate student at Connecticut Col-
lege, and we are fortunate that she was 
able to lead this program for us.  She also 
gave examples of non-invasive plants that 
can be planted in areas where invasives 
are being removed. 

Your Town  
Haddam, Connecticut 
The First 100 Years 

December 8 
UCONN Extension Center 

Our guest speaker, Alison Guinness 
talked about how some of our native 
plants and animals were displaced by 
Haddam’s early settlers.  Gail Reynolds 
talked about the history and politics of 
early Haddam.  This program was de-
signed to show how the natural environ-
ment of Haddam was changed in order to 
accommodate our early settlement. About 
thirty people attended the program. 

 

 

Land Trust List of Activities for 2008 
Jan   26,   7:00   PM Stories In Stone, Jelle Z. de Boer, UCONN Extension Center, Haddam 
   (This program was scheduled before this newsletter was printed) 
Mar  29,  7:00-7:30 PM  Annual meeting, UCONN Extension Center, Haddam 
Mar  29,  7:30    PM  Pizza and a Program “The Next 100 Years” Haddam history and the environment after the Revolution 
Apr  12,   9:00 AM Ponset Brook bridge construction, Ponset Ridge Preserve in Higganum  
Apr  19,   9:00   AM Spring clean-up and field day at the Bamforth Property in Haddam 
May 10,   9:00  AM Wildflower walk on the Dunham Preserve on Jacoby Rd. in Higganum 
May 24,   9:00  AM Nature walk at Dudley Seymore (Clarkhurst)  State Park in Haddam Neck 
June 19,   6:00   PM Boundary marking at the Washburn Hill Preserve, Higganum 
June 26,   6:00   PM Boundary marking at the Corsini Preserve, Higganum 
Labor Day Weekend      Visit the Land Trust information booth at the Haddam Neck Fair, We’ll be at the booth all three days
   with Land Trust sweatshirts, t-shirts and ball caps along with important conservation information. 
Sept 6,        Haddam River Days,  If you missed the Haddam Neck fair, we’ll be at Haddam Meadow this weekend. 
Oct 12,    7:30   PM Moonlight paddle, Haddam Meadows launch area 
Nov 8,     9:00   AM Field day  Preserve to be announced at a later date 
 

There may be changes to this list, but we will be sending out flyers to the entire membership  
prior to any activities and any changes will be noted at that time. 

Don’t be a stranger - please join us and bring along a friend 


